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process. The phantoms formed in the human brain 'are also, necessarily,sub-
limates of their material life-process, which is empirically verifiableand
bound to material premises. Morality, religion, metaphysics, all the restIi
ideology and their corresponding forms of consciousness, thus no 10.
retain the semblance of independence. They have no history, no develop-
ment; but men, developing their material production and their material inter-
course, alter, along with this their real existence, their thinking and the prod-
ucts of their thinking. Life is not determined by consciousness, bur
consciousness by life. In the first method of approach the starting point is
consciousness taken as the living individual; in the second method, which
conforms to real life, it is the real living individuals themselves, and coo-
sciousness is considered solely as their consciousness.
This method of approach is not devoid of premises. It starts out from the

real premises and does not abandon them for a moment. Its premises art
men, not in any fantastic isolation and rigidity, but in their actual, empiri-
cally perceptible process of development under definite conditions. As soon
as this active life-process is described, history ceases to be a collection of
dead facts, as it is with the empiricists (themselves still abstract), or an imag-
ined activity of imagined subjects, as with the idealists.

CONCERNING THE PRODUCTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS

History is nothing but the succession of the separate generations, each of
which exploits the materials, the capital funds, the productive forces handed
down to it by all preceding generations, and thus, on the one hand, continues
the traditional activity in completely changed circumstances and, on the
other, modifies the old circumstances with a completely changed activity.
This can be speculatively distorted so that later history is made the goal of
earlier history, e.g., the goal ascribed to the discovery of America is to further
the eruption of the French Revolution. Thereby history receives its own spe-
cial aims and becomes "a person ranking with other persons" (to wit: "Self-
Consciousness, Criticism, the Unique," erc.), while what is designated with
the words destiny, goal, germ, or ideal of earlier history is nothing mote than
an abstraction formed from later history, from the active influence which
earlier history exercises on later history.
The further the separate spheres, which act on one another, extend in the

course of this development, the more the original isolation of the separate
nationalities is destroyed by the developed mode of production and inter-
course and the division of labor between various nations naturaIly brought
forth by these, the more history becomes world history. Thus, for instance,
if in England a machine is invented, which deprives countless workers of
bread in India and China, and overturns the whole form of existence of these
empires, this invention becomes a world-historical fact. Or again, take the
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caseof sugar and coffee, which have proved rheir world-historical impor-
tancein the nineteenth century by the fact that the lack of these products,
occasionedby the Napoleonic continental system, caused the Germans to
rise against Napoleon, and thus became the real basis of the glorious Wars
ofLiberation of 1813. From this it follows that this transformation of history
intoworld history is not indeed a mere abstract act on the part of the "self-
consciousness," the world spirit, or of any other metaphysical specter, but a
quitematerial, empirically verifiable act, an act the proof of which every
individualfurnishes as he comes and goes, eats, drinks, and clothes himself.
The ideas of the ruling class are in every epoch the ruling ideas: i.e., the
classwhich is the ruling material force of society, is at the same time its ruling
intellectual force. The class which has the means of material production at
its disposal, has control at the same time over the means of mental produc-
tion, so that thereby, generally speaking, the ideas of those who lack the
meansof mental production are subject to it. The ruling ideas are nothing
morethan the ideal expression of the dominant material relationships, the
dominant material relationships grasped as ideas; hence of the relationships
whichmake the one class the ruling one, therefore, the ideas of its domi-
nance. The individuals composing the ruling class possess among other
thingsconsciousness, and therefore think. Insofar, therefore, as they rule as
a class and determine the extent and compass of an epoch, it is self-evident
that they do this in its whole range, hence among other things rule also as
thinkers, as producers of ideas, and regulate the production and distribution
of the ideas of their age: thus their ideas are the ruling ideas of the epoch.
For instance, in an age and in a country where royal power, aristocracy,
and bourgeoisie are contending for mastery and where, therefore, mastery
is shared, the doctrine of the separation of powers proves to be the dominant
idea and is expressed as an "eternal law. "
The division of labor, which we have already seen above as one of the

chiefforces of history up till now, manifests itself also in the ruling class as
the division of mental and material labor, so that inside this class one part
appears as the thinkers of the class (its active, conceptive ideologists, who
make the perfecting of the illusion of the class about itself their chief source
of livelihood), while the others' attitude to these ideas and illusions is more
passive and receptive, because they are in reality the active members of this
class and have less time to make up illusions and ideas about themselves.
Within this class this cleavage can even develop into a certain opposition
and hostility between the two parts, which, however, in the case of a practical
collision, in which the class itself is endangered, automatically comes to
nothing, in which case there also vanishes the semblance that the ruling ideas
were not the ideas of the ruling class and had a power distinct from the
power of this class. The existence of revolutionary ideas in a particular pe-
riod presupposes the existence of a revolutionary class; about the premises
for the latter sufficient has already been said above.
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If now in considering the course of history we detach the ideas of ...
ruling class from the ruling class itself and attribute to them an independmr
existence, if we confine ourselves to saying that these or those ideas war
dominant at a given time, without bothering ourselves about the con~
of production and the producers of these ideas, if we thus ignore the indmd-
uals and world conditions which are the source of the ideas, we can say,for
instance, that during the time that the aristocracy was dominant, the em-
cepts honor, loyalty, etc., were dominant, during the dominance of thebour-
geoisie the concepts freedom, equality, etc. The ruling class itself on tho
whole imagines this to be so. This conception of history, which is coDllllOO
to all historians, particularly since the eighteenth century, will necessarily
come up against the phenomenon that increasingly abstract ideas hold sway,
i.e., ideas which increasingly take on the form of universality. For each..,..
class which puts itself in the place of one ruling before it, is compelled,merdy
in order to carry through its aim, to represent its interest as the coID.IIDJ
interest of all the members of society, that is, expressed in ideal form: it Iw
to give its ideas the form of universality, and represent them as the only
rational, universally valid ones.

INTERCOURSE AND PRODUCTIVE FORCES

The greatest division of material and mental labor is the separation of town
and country. The antagonism berween town and country begins with the
transition from barbarism to civilization, from tribe to state, from locality
to nation, and runs through the whole history of civilization to the present
day (the Anti-Corn Law League).
The existence of the town implies, at the same time, the necessity of admin-

istration, police, taxes, etc., in short, of the municipality, and thus of politics
in general. Here first became manifest the division of the population into
rwo great classes, which is directly based on the division of labor and 00 the
instruments of production. The town already is in actual fact the concentra-
tion of the population, of the instruments of production, of capital, of plea-
sures, of needs, while the country demonstrates just the opposite fact, isola-
tion and separation. The antagonism between town and country can only
exist within the framework of private property. It is the most crass expression
of the subjection of the individual under the division of labor, under a definite
activity forced upon him-a subjection which makes one man into a re-
stricted town-animal, the other into a restricted country-animal, and daily
creates anew the conflict between their interests. Labor is here again the
chief thing, power over individuals, and as long as the latter exists, private
property must exist. The abolition of the antagonism berween town aod
country is one of the first conditions of communal life, a condition which
again depends on a mass of material premises and which cannot be fulfilled


